Special Exhibition

Shikkosai and
Nurudean

—Matsue’s Flourishing
Lacquerware
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Special Exhibition

Shikkosai and
Nurudean

—Matsue’s Flourishing Lacquerware

200 years ago here in Matsue there was a lacquer
artisan that was loved by a feudal lord. Their names
were Shikkosai Kojima and Mitsuhide Nurudean.
Shikkosai’s lacquerware was characterized by its
beautiful coating. Among the kinds of lacquerware
that he produced, he made a large number of tea
utensils. Shikkosai's lacquer techniques have been
passed down to each successive generation, the
current practitioners belonging to the 7th and 8th
generation. Mitsuhide’s speciality was crafting
extravagant ornaments and decorations that were
adorned with lots of gold and silver. At this exhibit
we will display the works of two separate families of
lacquer artisans, through which we will showcase
the splendor of Matsue's lacquerware.
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